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ωAmendment 20 - November 2000 

ςJuly 2001 ς Registry established 

ωOgden Memorandum ς 10/2009 

ωCommercial production/distribution  - 2010 

ςHB 10-1284 & SB 10-109 

 

 

History of Medical Marijuana 
in Colorado 



Medical Marijuana Registry 

ςIssue registry identification cards 

ςMaintain database of registered users 

ςReview petitions for adding debilitating medical 
conditions to the medical use of marijuana 
regulations 

ςWill administer grants program for clinical and 
observational research related to potential 
therapeutic uses of marijuana 
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Active Patients  
2009 -2014  

Colorado Medical Marijuana Registry 

December 31, 2013 

110,679 Active Patients 

67% Male 

Average Age = 41 



Medical Marijuana Research Program 

ωAuthorized in 2014 

ωGrants program to fund research regarding 
the efficacy of marijuana part of medical 
treatment.  

ωThe grant program shall fund observational 
trials and clinical trials. 



History of Retail Marijuana  
in Colorado 

ωNovember 2012:  Amendment 64 passes 
ωDecember 2012: Creation of Task Force on the 

Implementation of Amendment 64 
ωMarch 2013: Task Force issues recommendations on 

marijuana regulation and taxes 
ωMay 2013: Governor signs bills related to Task Force 

recommendations 
ωSeptember 2013: Colorado Dept. of Revenue (CDOR) 

adopts Colorado Retail Marijuana Code (HB ς 13-1317) 
ωNovember 2013: Vote on Proposition AA, a 15% excise 

tax plus 10% sales tax  
ωJanuary 2014: Regulations go into effect  

 

 



Retail Marijuana 
C.R.S. Sec. 25-1.5-111: Specifically-Designated Roles 

for CDPHE 

 

Only section that directly specifies CDPHE. Several 
duties outlined: 

 

a.  "Monitor changes in drug use patterns, broken 
down by county and race and ethnicity, and the 
emerging science and medical information relevant 
to the health effects associated with marijuana 
useΦέ 



C.R.S. Sec. 25-1.5-111 ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

b.  "The Department shall appoint a panel of health care 
professionals with expertise in cannabanoid physiology to 
monitor the relevant information.  The panel shall: 
 

ÁProvide a report by 1/31/15 and every 2 years thereafter* 
ÁEstablish criteria for 1) studies to be reviewed, and 2) 

reviewing studies and other data*, and  
ÁMake recommendations, as appropriate, for policies 

intended to protect consumers of marijuana or marijuana 
products and the general public*. 
 

*No required duties until we have funding 



Legal Marijuana and Public Health 
ωMonitor health effects 
ςChanges in use 

ςPoisonings and Accidents 

ςContaminated products 

ςChronic health issues 

ωEducation and Prevention 
ςAdult abuse 

ςAdolescent use 

ςPregnant or nursing mothers 

ςProduct safety and storage 

ςHarm reduction 

ςOccupational Health and Safety 

ωInfused product safety 

ωLaboratory practices 

ωWaste disposal 



 



Specific Concerns for Legal Marijuana 

ωMarijuana contamination literature 
reports 

ςChemicals: pesticides, formaldehyde, 
lead, ammonia 

ςOther: aspergillus, salmonella, 
menginococcus 

ωHigh potency marijuana 

ςButane hash oil  

ωIncrease in unintentional poisonings 

ωPrevention among youth 

ωPregnancy/Breastfeeding 

 

Photo by Vjiced available under CCA-SA from Wikimedia Commons 

http://http/commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Butane_honey_oil_being_evaporated.JPG
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Educational Resources 

 

www.colorado.gov/marijuana 
 

 


